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created by Ruan Jingfeng, a #ar-old student at #1 Middle School of Xdno as part of a

ArtLink exchange with students in the US.

e
TRt T 3
ey

The Big Picture Looking atCultureand Values Through Studertrtwork

Overview:This activity will help students look beneath the surface of a piéeet to discover important
Chinesecultura valuesThey will also have the chance to start examining their own culuadales.

Time Requiret0 minutes
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artist description

Procedure:

1. | 2f R{ dALII&NJI & Al Ke2vdalp éa K2 g Ay 3 GKS TdlipalrA ad Q&
students that it was createddy Ruan Jingfengho attended the No. 1 Middle School in
Chengdu, China Askyour students to identify whathey think is going on in this scene.
For xkample:
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Who is in this piece?

What are they doing?

Where does it take place?

What interesting details can they see? (clothing, eating implements,
drink containers, hair stylesjc.)
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2. Along with his classmates, artRuan Jingfengvas asked to create ague of art that
represented an aspect of his culture that was important to him, that he especially
valued Askyour class to conjecture wh&uanlJinfengwas trying to ommunicate
through his art.

3. Nowreadtogetherwith your studentsi K S | desérigianith@tiiccompanies this
piece. Were they correct in their observations and conclusions about the pi&ubat
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4. Discuss with your classich questions as:

1  Why do you think family renion is an important concept in Chinese culture?
Do we, in our culture, value family and family unity? Do our families take the
time to get together on a regular basis? If so, when? Are there other ways
family unity is reflected in our lives?

1 Dumplinggepresent family reunion. Do you think the Chinese attach particular
significance to other foods®o certain foods represent ideas that are
meaningfulto us? To our ethnidackgrounds?To our religions?To our
history?

1 What are some of the detaila this piece that illustratenodernculture?
(hairstyle of mardressed in a black shjttlue jeansdrink can soda bottle)
Traditional culture? (dumplings, chopsticks, footwear, dfcspmeone looked at
our owndining table, or at the clothes we are ating, would they observe a
mix ofthe modern and tradionaf?

1 A family with onechildis very common in Chindo you think tlisis one reason
that family unity is important? Why or why not? Are single child families
common in our culture? Do you ti this influences our views on the
importance of family unity.

5. Summarize with your students what they have learned about Chinese culture from
this art piece as well amyinsights they have gained into their own way of life.

We hope this lessowill provide a feel for the type of cultural discovery process that is at the
heart of ourArtLinkexchanges and workshop®lease CLICK HERyou would like to learn
more about participating in our programming.






