
This mini-lesson is ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ !Ǌǘƭƛƴƪ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ IŀƴŘōƻƻƪΦ We recommend it  for upper 

elementary and middle school classes. ¢ƘŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪΣ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά{ǳǇǇŜǊ ŀǘ сΥпр,έ ǿŀǎ 

created by Ruan Jingfeng, a 14-year-old student at #1 Middle School of Xindu as part of an 

ArtLink exchange with students in the US. 

 

 

The Big Picture:  Looking at Culture and Values Through Student Artwork 

Overview: This activity will help students look beneath the surface of a piece of art to discover important 

Chinese cultural values. They will also have the chance to start examining their own cultural values. 

Time Required: 20 minutes 

Preparation: Print out ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀǊǘ ǇƛŜŎŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά{ǳǇǇŜǊ ŀǘ сΥпрέΣ and its 

artist description. 

Procedure: 

1. IƻƭŘ ǳǇ ά{ǳǇǇŜǊ ŀǘ сΥпрέ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ǎƘŜŜǘ. Tell your 

students that it was created by Ruan Jingfeng who attended the No. 1 Middle School in 

Chengdu, China.  Ask your students to identify what they think is going on in this scene.  

For example: 

¶ Who is in this piece? 

¶ What are they doing? 

¶ Where does it take place? 

¶ What interesting details can they see? (clothing, eating implements, 

drink containers, hair styles, etc.) 



2. Along with his classmates, artist Ruan Jingfeng  was asked to create a piece of art that 

represented an aspect of his culture that was important to him, that he especially 

valued.  Ask your class to conjecture what Ruan Jinfeng was trying to communicate 

through his art. 

 

3. Now read together with your students ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ description that accompanies this 

piece.  Were they correct in their observations and conclusions about the piece?  What 

ŜƭǎŜ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƻǊ ƛƴŦŜǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴΚ 

 

4. Discuss with your class such questions as: 

 

¶ Why do you think family reunion is an important concept in Chinese culture?  

Do we, in our culture, value family and family unity? Do our families take the 

time to get together on a regular basis? If so, when?  Are there other ways 

family unity is reflected in our lives? 

 

¶ Dumplings represent family reunion.  Do you think the Chinese attach particular 

significance to other foods?  Do certain foods represent ideas that are 

meaningful to us?  To our ethnic backgrounds?  To our religions?  To our 

history?  

 

¶ What are some of the details in this piece that illustrate modern culture? 

(hairstyle of man dressed in a black shirt, blue jeans, drink can, soda bottle) 

Traditional culture? (dumplings, chopsticks, footwear, etc.) If someone looked at 

our own dining table, or at the clothes we are wearing, would they observe a 

mix of the modern and traditional? 

 

¶ A family with one child is very common in China.  Do you think this is one reason 

that family unity is important?  Why or why not?  Are single child families 

common in our culture?  Do you think this influences our views on the 

importance of family unity.   

 

5.  Summarize with your students what they have learned about Chinese culture from 

this art piece as well as any insights they have gained into their own way of life.  

 

We hope this lesson will provide a feel for the type of cultural discovery process that is at the 

heart of our ArtLink exchanges and workshops. Please CLICK HERE if you would like to learn 

more about participating in our programming. 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


